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HID Committee 2016/2017
You may not know it, but the IIAH Houston Insurance Day 
Committee spends an entire year in preparation of “The Best Trade 
Show in Texas”. We’re all about hosting a fun filled day of industry 
networking and raising money to make it happen!   We work hard 
to fill the exhibit hall with exhibitors and attendees. We start off our 
planning by selecting a new theme each year that we hope will engage 
folks to participate, as well as create a fun atmosphere for all.  We 
must select educational topics and speakers, a keynote speaker for the 
luncheon, plan the Past Presidents’ reception, and solicit important 
sponsorships. The Committee works with over 100 vendors and 
sponsors to make this a memorable event for all.  On the day of the 
event, we work behind the scenes to ensure all runs as planned. It’s 
important our attendees, sponsors and exhibitors benefit from the 
experience and are excited to return the following year.     
 
Since 1984, the committee has been working with the association 
staff in planning this annual event.  This past February marked the 
33rd anniversary of HID, providing a fun and productive atmosphere 
for our industry professionals to network and grow their business.  
Houston Insurance Day 2017 is just around the corner and we are 
working diligently to put together another great show.  We will be in 
“The Wild Wild West” during Houston Insurance Day on February 
7th at the Houston Marriott Westchase.  Don’t miss out on the action!
 
Hopefully you have attended Houston Insurance Day in the past and 
have experienced all the fun and networking the event has to offer… 
Maybe you would like to be a part of planning our industry’s most 
attended local event?  Or perhaps you have some great ideas and want 
to be more involved?  We are actively searching for new committee 
members to join our team. It’s a great way to meet new people and 
become more involved in our industry.  If you are interested or know 
someone who might be, please contact Amy Leicht at amy.leicht@isu-
ins.com or Wes Crawford at wcrawford@oxford-ins.com.

The Charitable Projects Committee is a committee made 
up of very special members that LOVE to give back to the 
community and have a heart of gold!  I am so grateful that 
I joined this committee many years ago and I am having a 
wonderful time being chair.  

We put on events (Charity Bowl and the Charity Benefit) 
throughout the year to raise funds for our Houston charities.  We 
also partner with the Houston Fire Department to participate 
in activities that will promote fire prevention in area schools, 
as well as award a Firefighter of the Year annually.  If you have 
never been to an IIAH firefighters luncheon, you have to go.  
Bring some tissue, you might need it.  The firefighters that are 
nominated have usually gone through some intense moments 
in their lives.  It’s wonderful to hear of the many things that 
they do for our community that you usually don’t hear about.  
They are our silent heroes.

If you have a heart for volunteering and would like to join our 
committee, we would love to have you!  Please contact Carole 
Shelton for details.  Or, you can go to the IIAH website at www.
iiah.org and contact me (Sarah Beck) or our vice chair Merry 
Jane Eversole.  

Charitable Projects
Committee

IIAH Charitable Committee: front to back, left to right: Diane Benting, 
Carole Shelton, Patti Smith, Merry Jane Eversole, Marilyn Calhoun, Mary 
Fran Swank and husband Dave Swank, Gerri Rougeau, Sarah Beck, Rose 
Perez, Dee Greene and Marlene FLetcher
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
by Thomas M. Braniff, JD, CPCU 

IIAH Legislative Committee

“Politicians and diapers need to be changed regularly…for the same reason.”
        -Ronald Reagan (1911-2004)

IIAH Legislative Luncheon

Our 2016 Legislative Luncheon was held at Maggiano’s Little Italy 
recently. Our keynote speaker was Senator Paul Bettencourt. He gave 
an informative and entertaining presentation on the tax increases we 
are all experiencing from city and county governments…and his plan 
to pass legislation that will address the “loop-holes” that allow local 
governments to “game” the system.

Senator Bettencourt is one of very few people in the world that can 
be “entertaining” while discussing the nuances of our tax codes, and 
the budgeting process of local governmental entities.

IIAH’s annual Legislative Luncheon has the dual purpose of allowing 
our members the ability to meet and talk to our state Legislators, 
as well as heightening the awareness of our membership as to the 
importance of our association being politically involved.

When the Texas Legislature meets every two years, the proposals that 
affect insurance are never ending, and can have an enormous impact 
on our customers, our industry and all the citizens of Texas.

The goal of IIAH’s Legislative Committee is to highlight the benefits 
or problems associated with insurance-related legislation…and 
how it will improve or hamper the lives of Texans. Communicating 
our message and reasoning regarding legislative proposals requires 
tenacity. In the legislative process, you oftentimes only get a part of 
what you want. There is always a measure of compromise in what 
gets passed. Which means you have to get geared-up to come back for 
more in the next Legislative Session.

Below are photos of some of our members with legislative 
representatives that were in attendance.

Third parties often request that they be added as additional 
insureds on liability policies and that the policies provide 
primary and non-contributory coverage. Agents have for 
the most part learned how to deal with such requests on 
CGL policies, but how can this be done on business auto 
policies? 

Additional Insureds

Most parties that request additional insured status on 
business auto policies are in fact already considered 
additional insureds by the terms of the policy. In the Who 
Is An Insured section, paragraph “c” includes “Anyone 
liable for the conduct of an insured described above but 
only to the extent of that liability.” The additional insured 
endorsements that are available for attachment do nothing 
to enhance this status – if the person or entity named in 
the endorsement is not already an insured by the terms of 
paragraph “c”, then the endorsement does not make them 
an additional insured.

Endorsement CA 20 48 Designated Insured (ISO) Designates 
a person or entity listed in the endorsement as an insured, 

but only to the extent that person or entity already qualifies 
as an insured in the Who Is An Insured provision. 

Endorsement TE 99 01B Additional Insured (TDI) names 
an additional insured for liability coverage and allows for a 
10-day notice of any cancellation. 

Primary and Non-Contributory

For the most common exposure – a certificate holder’s 
vicarious liability arising out of the named insured’s use of 
an auto owned by the named insured – the auto policy takes 
care of this automatically. The “Other Insurance” provision 
of the General Conditions section on the business auto 
policy provides primary insurance for any covered accident 
involving an auto owned by the named insured. For other 
exposures, there is no standard endorsement available to 
provide a certificate holder with primary liability coverage. 
When preparing certificates where such a request has been 
made, unless the insurer provides a special endorsement 
for this purpose, you need to be firm with the certificate 
holder that the request cannot be fulfilled.

Coverage Spotlight

Business Auto - Additional Insureds
Contributed by IIAT – Info Central

Mark Thurmond, 
Rep. Mike Schofield

Ed Schreiber, 
Rep. Sarah Davis

IIAT Government Affairs Manager, Lee Loftis
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After doing a thorough apartment by apartment search, 
they again found no signs of a potential cause but again felt 
as though something still wasn’t right.  Firefighter Lancton 
called for additional resources for a possible hazmat incident 
and both remained on scene. Upon arrival Engine 51 utilized 
their carbon monoxide monitor which showed a reading in 
excess of 13,000 PPM which would indicate the two victims 
had suffered CO poisoning. Further, it was determined that 
all adjacent apartments which were evacuated were showing a 
CO reading of over 1000 PPM. 

After more investigation, it was determined there was a 
mechanical room on the backside of the apartments that had 
a large natural gas water heater that was leaking the carbon 
monoxide in to the affected individual’s apartment.  The shut 
off valve was located and all the apartment units were cleared 
with PPV for the next 2 1/2 hours until the readings were 
below 15 PPM. Without Firefighter Lancton and Engineer 
Operator Ruple, the problem would have gone undetected, 
which would have resulted in multiple residents suffering the 
fatal effects of carbon monoxide poisoning or even a possible 
horrific explosion.

This is a year where our award could truly go to any one of 
our nominees for their service and sacrifice.  To that point, 
we could not choose one recipient, we had to choose two.  
Our 2015 Firefighter of the Year Award goes to Firefighter 
Patrick Lancton and Engineer Operator Eric Ruple.

Congratulations to both of these men and to every one of the 
HFD’s men and women who put their lives on the line to save 
ours! Obviously, there was sustained applause and standing 
ovation for the award recipients and all of the nominees as 
well.

Interim Fire Chief West came to the podium and conveyed 
the thanks of the entire HFD for the support and recognition 
the IIAH has continued to give to the HFD over the past 38 
years.

As always, the luncheon ended with drawings for free ads and 
prizes for attendees.  We had a new drawing this time.  The 
Birthday drawing!  Kerry Kee with Texas Mutual sponsored 
this giveaway which was Astro tickets and a bottle of wine!  
Another good reason to attend the luncheons besides the 
food, networking and continuing education!

We are also playing the Dollar Game at every luncheon where 
half of the collection goes to one lucky winner and the other 
half goes to a charity that the IIAH Charitable committee 
chooses. The benefactor for this luncheon was Lunches of 
Love who provide lunches during the summer months to 
children throughout the Houston area.

President Kyle Dean ended the luncheon, his last luncheon as 
President, with thanks for everyone’s support and kindness 
during his term.

Again, if you have never attended an IIAH Industry Luncheon, 
you definitely need to change that in 2017.You especially need 
to make note of the Firefighter Award luncheon in 2017. It is 
a very stirring and moving occasion.

IIAH Member Luncheon
(continued from page 41)

(continued on page 43)




















